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To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce, 

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION
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ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated “C” or Higher

1

2

3

4

5

6

3State Board of Education S T R AT E GIC  P L A N  GOA L S



Microsoft 
Teams 
Reminders



55Microsoft Teams Reminders

• Please mute yourself unless you have a question to reduce 

background noise

• Please cut the camera off to save bandwidth to reduce technical 

glitches

• Please ask questions throughout the presentation via chat or 

“raise hand” feature



6Microsoft Teams Reminders

“Raise Hand" Feature



77

"Chat" Feature

• To use the chat feature in Teams, simply click the “Chat” icon. 

The chat box will appear on the right. Type your message in 

the chat box and click the “Send” icon to send your question.

Microsoft Teams Reminders



88Recordings

• This session will be recorded to increase availability and access 

to the technical assistance session.

• Recording will be available as a resource.

• Presentation and recording will be updated in MCAPS, MDE 

Document Library, TechnicalAssistance Sessions, FY23 TA 

Sessions folder.



Agenda
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Homeless Education School Registration Requirements

Title III (English Learners & Immigrant) School Registration Requirements

Migrant Education School Registration Requirements

Agenda

Questions



11Goal and Objective

The goal of this session is to provide LEAs information regarding 

school registration requirements for Migrant, English Learners, 

Immigrant, and Homeless students. 

Our objective is to ensure 100% of all LEAs understand the 

school registration requirements for Migrant, English Learners, 

Immigrant, and Homeless students.



Migrant Employment 
Survey

Starsha Jamerson, 
MEC Director
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13Migrant Employment Survey

• The “Employment Survey” is a key tool for Mississippi’s MEP 

to identify migrant families and students.

• All Mississippi districts are required to include the Employment 

Survey in registration materials for newly enrolling students 

(students who did not attend school in the district last school 

year).

13



14Employment Survey to New Enrollees

• Updated Employment 

Survey in English and 

Spanish.

• Other languages 
available upon request 
(contact MMESC).

https://www.mmesc.msstate.edu/


15Previous Survey

• The outdated version displays pictures of 

agricultural work and should no longer be 

used by districts.



16Accessing the Survey (MMESC Website)

• The current Employment 

Survey can be obtained from 

the “Resources” section (top 

right) of the MMESC website: 

www.mmesc.msstate.edu



17Migrant Employment Survey

• Districts cannot make their own questions to assess migratory 

eligibility and must use the official Employment Survey 

approved by MDE.

• Send all completed Surveys to MMESC:

• Email: mmesc@colled.msstate.edu (must be encrypted to 

protect PII)

• Fax: 662-325-0864

• Mail: P.O. Box 1575, Mississippi State, MS 39762

• Call MMESC: (662-325-1818) for pick-up

17



Title III
English Learners & 
Immigrant Children & 
Youth

Melissa Levy-Jackson, 
Title III Coordinator



19According to ESSA, ELs are defined as Children…

• Who is ages 3 through 21;

• Who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or 

secondary school;

• Who was not born in the United States or whose native language 

is a language other than English;



20According to ESSA, ELs are defined as Children…

• Who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of 

the outlying areas

• Who comes from an environment where a language other than 

English has had a significant impact on the individual’s level of 

English language proficiency

• Who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than 

English



21According to ESSA, ELs are defined as Children (continued)

AND

• Whose difficulties speaking, reading, writing, or 
understanding the English language may be sufficient to 
deny the individual –

• the ability to meet the challenging state academic standards;

• the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the 
language of instruction is English; or

• the opportunity to participate fully in society.

ESEA Sec. 8101 (20)



22According to ESSA, ICY are defined as Children and/or Youth…

• Are aged 3 through 21

• Were not born in the U.S., “State” means the 50 states, the 

District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

(Section 3127 of ESEA).

• Children born to U.S. citizens abroad (e.g., children born on 

a military base overseas) may be considered immigrants if 

they meet all the criteria in the definition of immigrant; and



23According to ESSA, ICY are defined as Children and/or Youth…

• Have not been attending one or more schools in any one or 

more states for more than 3 full academic years. A full 

academic year is 10 months of school attendance, 

kindergarten through 12th grade. If a student has been in 

different schools in different school districts and even in 

different states, the number of months that the student has 

been in school in any one or more states must not add up to a 

total of more than 3 full academic years.

• ICY students may or may not be ELs.



24Home Language Survey

• Home Language Survey (HLS) must be 
completed by all new entering students.

▪ Students identified by HLS must be 
assessed within 30 days of enrollment.

▪ Potential ELS that register after the 
beginning of school year must be 
assessed within 10 school days of 
enrollment.

▪ The completed survey becomes part of 
the student’s cumulative record and 
must be available for future reference.



25Screener/Placement Test

• Screener/Placement Test for instructional 
placement must be conducted.

▪ A placement test/screener must be 
conducted to determine the level of 
proficiency and for appropriate 
instruction and placement.

▪ The LEA test security plan must 
describe who will administer and 
score the assessments, along with 
training required to ensure valid and 
reliable results.

▪ These results must be placed in the 
student’s cumulative record.



26Parent Notifications

• Parents must receive written notification 
within 30 days of start of the school year 
(or within 10 days for later-arriving 
students)

• Parents have the right to opt out or 
decline EL services (Student retains 
his/her status as an EL)

• It must be available in a language that 
parents/guardians can understand.

• Documentation must be kept 
for verification

• Students that are opted out or declined EL 
services are allowed to participate in 
other programs/services such as 
special education services.



27Language Service Plan Development

• The Mississippi Department of Education requires each 

student designated as an EL to have a Language Service Plan 

(LSP), which must be updated annually until the student exits 

the EL program.

• The Student Evaluation Team (SET) must meet to develop the 

LSP at the beginning of each academic school year.

• This team must be composed of teachers (including EL 

teachers), administrators, counselors, and parents or guardians.



28Language Service Plan Development

• The team will meet quarterly to evaluate the student’s 

progress and make necessary adjustments.

• A copy of the LSP must be provided to all teachers who 

work with the EL student.



29Language Service Plan (LSP)

• LSP must include the following:

a) Student’s demographic information,

b) date of first enrollment in a U.S. school,

c) yearly ELPT scores,

d) classroom accommodations,

e) state testing accommodations, and

f) signatures of SET members.

• Language Service Plan

https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/EL/lsp_aug21.docx


30Program Placement

• After ELs have been identified, the LEAs 

must provide appropriate language 

assistance services and programs, known as 

“EL services and programs.”

• The LEAs choose the EL service and 

programs that meet civil rights requirements 

and best meet the needs of their EL 

population.

• The goal for ELs are that they attain fluency 

in English, master the state’s academic 

content standards, demonstrate proficiency 

on the state’s required assessments and 

pass any other state required tests.

List of Programs

• Dual Language​

• Two-way Immersion​

• Transitional bilingual program​

• Content-based ESL​

• Pull-out ESL​

• Sheltered English Instruction

Structured English Instruction

Specially Designed Academic 

Instruction Delivered in English 

(SDAI)



31EL Data Entry into MSIS

• Once a student has been identified as an EL the district must 

ensure the student is correctly marked in their student data 

package. 

• This information will upload to MSIS once the district has 

submitted their data to the Mississippi Department of Education. 

• Districts should ensure each column on the EL roster screen of 

MSIS is completed. 

• This information should be checked monthly for accuracy.



32Monitor and Evaluate ELs

• Districts are required to monitor and evaluate ELs in language 
assistance programs to ensure their progress with respect to 
acquiring English proficiency and grade level core content. 

• ELs exit from the language assistance programs when they are 
proficient in English on the LAS Links Test. 

• Exited students are monitored to ensure they were not 
prematurely exited and that any academic deficiencies evident 
in the language assistance program have been remedied. 

ESEA § 3113 (b)(2)



33Assessing English Learners

• The Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA), as authorized 
by ESSA, requires that the LEA must 
assess 100% of their EL (Served) 
population. This includes students 
whose parents have opted out of the 
EL program.

• The LAS Links Assessment measures 
the four domains of reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking.



34EL Exit Criteria

All districts must use ONLY the state-adopted EL exit criteria: 

• A four (4) or five (5) on the LAS Links overall; and

• A four (4) or five (5) on LAS Links in reading; and

• A four (4) or five (5) on the LAS Links in writing. 

Note: No other criteria can be used to exit an EL to 

Monitored status or retain them in services. 

ESEA § 3113 (b)(2) 



35Resources

• English Learner Toolkit for State and Local Education Agencies 

(SEAs and LEAs)

• MS English Learner Guidelines: Regulations, Funding 

Guidance, and Instructional Supports Supplement Not Supplant 

Provision of Title III

• Non-Regulatory Guidance: English Learners and Title III of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended 

by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Non-Regulatory-

Revised 2019

https://ncela.ed.gov/files/english_learner_toolkit/OELA_2017_ELsToolkit_508C.pdf
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/english_learner_toolkit/OELA_2017_ELsToolkit_508C.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/EL/EL%20Guidance%2C%20Funding%2C%20and%20Instructional%20Supports_combinedAug2018.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/EL/EL%20Guidance%2C%20Funding%2C%20and%20Instructional%20Supports_combinedAug2018.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/EL/EL%20Guidance%2C%20Funding%2C%20and%20Instructional%20Supports_combinedAug2018.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners10219.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners10219.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners10219.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners10219.pdf


McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education

LaDewayne Harris,
State Homeless 
Education Coordinator



37McKinney-Vento Overview

• The McKinney-Vento program is designed to address the 

challenges that students experiencing homelessness face in 

enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.

• The MS Department of Education (MDE) must ensure that each

homeless child and youth has equal access to the same free, 

appropriate public education, including a public preschool 

education.



38McKinney-Vento Overview

The purpose of the McKinney-Vento grant is to:

• facilitate the enrollment, attendance, and success in school 
of homeless children and youths

• provide services through existing programs and 
mechanisms that integrate homeless children and youths with 
non-homeless children and youths; and

• expand or improve services provided as part of a 
school's regular academic program, but not to replace such 
services provided under such program.



39McKinney-Vento Definition of "Homeless"

• The term “homeless children and youths”--

(A) Refers to individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate

nighttime residence; and

(B)includes--

• (i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons 

due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are 
living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the 

lack of alternative adequate accommodations; are living in 

emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;



40McKinney-Vento Definition of "Homeless"

• children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence 

that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily 

used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings 

(within the meaning of Section 103(a)(2)(C));

• children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, 

abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train 

stations, or similar settings; and



41McKinney-Vento Definition of "Homeless"

• migratory children (as such term is defined in Section 1309 of 

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) who 

qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because 

the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) 

through (iii).



42Unaccompanied Youth vs. Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

• The term “unaccompanied youth” is a child or youth not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian. An unaccompanied youth 

has a fixed, adequate, and regular nighttime residence, which does 

not qualify him or her as “homeless” according to the McKinney-
Vento Act.

• An unaccompanied “homeless” youth is a child or youth who meets 
the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless and is not in the physical 

custody of his or her parent.

Note: When the law refers to “unaccompanied youth,” the child or youth is 

understood to be homeless as described by the McKinney-Vento Law.



43Registration Reminders

• Ensure all personnel are McKinney-Vento trained at the 

beginning of the year

• Emphasize the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless to 

increase awareness and identification

• Provide McKinney-Vento entitlements and services in 

registration packets/registration documents

• Post the name and title of Homeless Liaison on district website 

and any documents pertaining to Homeless Education



44Registration Reminders

• Clear the homeless roster in SAP and MSIS

• Develop a districtwide protocol for enrolling homeless students

• When enrolling homeless students, inquire about siblings who 

may be eligible for preschool programs.

• Understand the difference between Unaccompanied Youth and 

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

• Migrant and Migratory students are not automatically 

"homeless."



45Registration Reminders

• An affidavit is not required for enrolling homeless students.

• Homeless students should be immediately enrolled.

• Document any services needed and rendered unto homeless 
students.

• Re-evaluate previous homeless students to determine eligibility 
for upcoming year. (Homeless status is not “guaranteed” from 
year to year.

• Connect with outside agencies in to provide services to 
homeless students.



46Registration Reminders

• Review District Dispute Resolution Process to ensure alignment 

with State Board Policy 40.1.

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the McKinney-Vento program 

implementation (based on the previous year).

• Retain all documents pertaining to McKinney-Vento 

expenditures, communications, and transactions.

• Become familiar with the McKinney-Vento Act and its terms.



47Sample Housing Information Form



48Sample Housing Information Form Continued

NCHE Local Liaison Toolkit – Appendix 3A



49Resources

• Mississippi Office of Federal Programs, Title IX, Part A

http://www.mdek12.org/OFP/Title-IX-Part-A

• National Association for the Education of Homeless Children 

and Youth

http://www.naehcy.org/

• U.S.D.E. Guidance on Homeless Children and Youth

http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-

releases-guidance-homeless-children-and-youth

http://www.mdek12.org/OFP/Title-IX-Part-A
http://www.naehcy.org/
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-releases-guidance-homeless-children-and-youth
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-releases-guidance-homeless-children-and-youth


50Questions?

50



mdek12.org
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Starsha Jamerson

MMESC, Mississippi State Univ. 

MMESC Director

sjamerson@colled.msstate.edu

(662) 325-1815

Dr. Melissa Levy-Jackson

Title III State Coordinator

Mlevy@mdek12.org

(601) 359-3499

LaDewayne Harris

State Homeless Education Coordinator

Laharris@mdek12.org

(601) 359-3499
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