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To create a world-class 

educational system that gives 

students the knowledge and 

skills to be successful in 

college and the workforce, 

and to flourish as parents 

and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership 

through the development of 

policy and accountability 

systems so that all students 

are prepared to compete in 

the global community

MISSION
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ALL Students Proficient 

and Showing Growth in All 

Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates 

from High School and is Ready 

for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access 

to a High-Quality Early 

Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective 

Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively 

Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is 

Rated “C” or Higher
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3State Board of Education STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS



4Session Goals

To explain MDE EL resources 

including:

• MDE ELP and Alt-ELP Standards

• MDE EL Guidelines

• Professional development 

• Guidance documents

• EL Virtual Office Hours

• EL listserv



5Resources – MDE English Learner Page



6MDE English Learner Page



7MDE EL Webpage



8

Mississippi English Language 
Proficiency Standards and Alternate 
English Language Proficiency 
Standards



9Mississippi English Language Proficiency Standards

• Mississippi English Language 

Proficiency Standards for all general 

education and most special education 

EL students

• Mississippi Alternate English Language 

Proficiency Standards for EL students 

with significant cognitive disabilities

https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/ELPT/ms_english_language_proficiency_elp_standards.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OA/OSA/ELPT/ms_alternate_english_language_proficiency_alt-elp_standards_for_els_with_scd.pdf


10The Ten Standards

➢ Standards 1 through 7 involve the 
language necessary for ELs to engage in 
the central content-specific practices 
associated with ELA & Literacy, 
mathematics, and science.  They begin 
with a focus on extraction of meaning 
and then progress to engagement.

➢ Standards 8 through 10 address the 
micro-level linguistic features that are 
important to focus on but only in the 
service of the other seven standards.  
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Level 1 - Preproduction
Level 2 - Early Production
Level 3 - Speech Emergence 
Level 4 - Early/Intermediate Fluency
Level 5 - Advanced Fluency 
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Low = 

Preproduction

Mid = Speech 

Emergence

High = 

Early/Intermediate 

Fluency



13Unpacking the Standards Important Dates

Dates and Locations
November 30 – Gulfport, Knight Non-Profit Center 

October 13 – Meridian, MSU Kahlmus Aud.

Oct. 26- Cleveland, DSU, Ewing Hall

Nov. 4- Hattiesburg, Trent Lott Center

November 11 – Oxford, Oxford Conference Center

November 17th – Jackson, R & D Center



14ELP and Alt-ELP Standards Alignment

• General education and special 

education content area teachers

• EL teachers

• Elementary, middle and secondary 

levels

• Interested?  Announcements will be 

coming soon!



15Your Input Requested

• Please share your 

thoughts and ideas 

about implementing and 

supporting the use of the 

MS ELP and MS Alt-ELP 

standards by completing 

this survey.

• https://forms.office.com/r

/azGgHkAEdL

https://forms.office.com/r/azGgHkAEdL


16English Learner Guidelines

• Mississippi English Learner 

Guidelines

• Federal Education Grants that can 

Support EL Students

• Instructional Strategies

• Administrator Supports

• USDE Dear Colleague Letter, Civil 

Rights of English Learners



17EL Professional Development

• Personalized to meet your 

school or district’s specific 

needs

• In-person or virtual options 

available

• Multiple visit options available



18Multi-Faceted Support

• Professional development coupled 

with EL learning walks

• Support individual school/district 

growth

• Facilitate deeper understanding on 

the part of administrators and 

teachers



19EL Learning Walks

Support focus on

• Instruction

• Routines and Environments

• Centers/Writing Instruction

• Student/Teacher Dialogue

• Include a debrief with discussion of 

next steps



20EL Resources

Guide for Parents of 

English Learners

• English

• Spanish

• Arabic

• Chinese

• Vietnamese



21EL Resources

Family Guides for 

Student Success

• Grades PreK – 8

• English and 

Spanish



22Free LAS Links Instructional Guidance Resource

Lesson plans and activities to develop English proficiency based 

on 

• Pedagogical approach based on current EL methodology and 

theory,

• The four domains, 

• Academic content themes, and

• EL links and standards and 

• Content and test-oriented practice



23Supports for All Grade Bands

Google drive link

• https://tinyurl.com/y5q

cbw77

https://tinyurl.com/y5qcbw77


24Demonstration Video

• https://www.brainshark.com/1/player/en/drc?pi=zGgz16biBGzJ

ECIz0&r3f1=&fb=0

https://www.brainshark.com/1/player/en/drc?pi=zGgz16biBGzJECIz0&r3f1=&fb=0


25Classroom Assessment Resource

Adapting Classroom Assessments for 
English Learners

• Created by Mississippi Department of 
Education’s Refugee and Newcomer 
Working Groups

• Provides educators with strategies for 
adapting classroom assessments to 
better assist ELs in demonstrating what 
they know about taught concepts.

• Found on the MS EL webpage 
https://www.mdek12.org/EL

https://www.mdek12.org/EL


26A Look Inside



27New Resource!

Supporting English Learners with Limited 

or Inconsistent/Interrupted Formal 

Education

• Created by Mississippi Department of 
Education’s Refugee Working Group

• Provides educators with strategies for 
identifying, screening and supporting SLIFE.

• Found on the MS EL webpage 
https://www.mdek12.org/EL

https://www.mdek12.org/EL


28A Look Inside

Includes:  screeners, tips for administrators 

and teachers, resources, student scenarios,  

and so much more! 



29Newcomer Supports Quick Guide for Administrators

Quick infographic with 
links to additional 
resources

• Assists administrators 
with understanding 
Newcomer EL students

• Includes a link to a 
recorded session that 
gives more information 
on the topics covered



30EL Virtual Office Hours

• Held monthly via Microsoft Team

• First Thursday of the month at 2:00

• Sharon Prestridge from the Office of 
Student Assessment

• Dr. Melissa Levy from the Office of 
Federal Programs

• Sandy Elliott from the Office of 
Elementary Education and Reading

• Provide office updates and answer 
questions related to ELs 



31EL Listserv

• Join our listserv for EL updates

• Use your district email



32Intervention Services Contacts 

Laurie Weathersby

Bureau Director

lweathersby@mdek12.org

Toccara Arnold Lorie Sisk

MTSS Regional Coach Gifted Support Service Specialist 

tarnold@mdek12.org lsisk@mdek12.org

Sandra Elliott Bacardi Harris, EdD

English Learner & Intervention Specialist MTSS Regional Coach

selliott@mdek12.org bharris@mdek12.org

Michelle McClain Jackie Mockbee

Behavior Intervention Specialist Dyslexia Support Service Specialist

mmclain@mdek12.org jmockbee@mdek12.org

Mathis Sheriff

Academic Intervention Specialist & 

Gifted Contact

msheriff@mdek12.org
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33English Learner Contacts

Sandra Elliott Sharon Prestridge

Elementary Education Office of Student Assessment

and Reading English Learner Assessment Coordinator

English Learner Intervention sprestridge@mdek12.org

Support Specialist 

selliott@mdek12.org

Brendsha Roby-Fletcher Dr. Melissa Levy-Jackson

Office of Federal Programs Office of Federal Programs

Director of Non-Competitive Grant Programs Title III State Coordinator

BrRoby@mdek12.org mlevy@mdek12.org
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