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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 

the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 

workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 

accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 

compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Goals  FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2016-2020
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1. All Students Proficient and Showing Growth in All Assessed Areas

2. Every Student Graduates from High School and is Ready for 

College and Career

3. Every Child Has Access to a High-Quality Early Childhood Program

4. Every School Has Effective Teachers and Leaders

5. Every Community Effectively Uses a World-Class Data System to 

Improve Student Outcomes

6. Every School and District is Rated “C” or Higher 



Overview
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Overview
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• Equitable Services Requirements

• The Consultation Process in Action – SAMPLE Evidence 

of Implementation

• What’s Next – FY19 Timeline

• Q&A



Equitable Services 

Requirements
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Equitable Services Requirements
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The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), requires local educational 

agencies (LEAs) to provide for the equitable participation of private 

school students, teachers and, in some cases, parents and other 

education personnel in some of the ESSA’s major programs.



Programs Requiring Equitable Services

• Title I, Part A – Improving Basic Programs Operated by LEAs

• Title I, Part C – Education of Migratory Students

• Title II, Part A – Supporting Effective Instruction

• Title III, Part A – English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement, 

and Academic Achievement Act

• Title IV, Part A – Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grant

• Title IV, Part B – 21st Century Community Learning Centers

Sec. 8501(b)(1)
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Consultation Process             
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Timely and meaningful consultation between the LEA and private 

school officials during the design and development of the services is 

required on such issues as:

• How students’ needs will be identified;

• What services will be offered;

• How, where, when, and by whom the services will be provided, 

including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of 

private school officials on the provision of services through potential 

third-party providers; (discuss other possible delivery options)



Consultation Process (cont’d)
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• How the services will be assessed; how assessment results will be 

used to improve the services;

• The size and scope of the equitable services to be provided, the 

amount of funds available for services, and how that amount was 

determined;

• How and when the public school district (or other entity) will make 

decisions about the delivery of services; 



Consultation Process (cont’d)

• Whether to pool funds to provide services for school groupings, or 

use a school-by-school approach; and 

• Whether to “coordinate” services using Title I-A funds and non-Title I-

A funds.     

[Sec.8501(c)(1)(A-H)]

Consultation can take place during a series of meetings through which 

the district’s Final Equitable Services Plan for a private school is 

developed for each ESSA program in which the private school intends 

to participate.
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The Consultation Process In 

Action

SAMPLE Evidence of 

Implementation

12



Learning Public School District
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Initial Contact and Intent to 

Participate
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Initial Contact Letter

15



Initial Contact Letter (cont’d)
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Private School Intent to Participate
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Consultation Meeting Invitation
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Consultation Meeting #1
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Consultation Meeting #1
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Consultation Meeting #1 (cont’d)
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OPTIONAL – Add meeting 

minutes & ask all 

participants to sign at the 

conclusion of the meeting 



Consultation Meeting #1 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #1 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #1 (cont’d)
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Title IV, Part A



Consultation Meeting #1 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #1 (cont’d)
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Consultation Checklist

Where are we after our first 

meeting?
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Consultation: Where are we? 
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introduced/ requested

introduced

introduced



Consultation: Where are we? (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2
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Consultation Meeting #2
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #2 (cont’d)
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(Based on $10,000.00 minimum allocation)



Consultation Checklist

Where are we after our 

second meeting?
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Consultation: Where are we? 

42

in progress (pending 
FY19 pre-allocation)

in progress

in progress

in progress

introduced

introduced

introduced



Consultation: Where are we? (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3
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Consultation Meeting #3
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Consultation Meeting #3 (cont’d)
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Upload to MCAPS
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Important Deadline: July 31
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Upload your Final Equitable Services Plan for the 

private school to MCAPS by July 31.



When School Begins…
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Select Students to Receive I-A Services
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Select Students to Receive I-A Services
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Select Students to Receive I-A Services

58



Select Students to Receive I-A Services

59



Select Students to Receive I-A Services
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After a brief period sufficient to identify participating 

students, the Title I-A equitable services program 

must begin promptly. 



Resources
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Resources

Title I Non-public schools guidance
• https://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/ps/titleitoolkit.pdf

• http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/equitableserguidance.doc

• http://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/psguidance.doc

Title II, A guidance 
• https://www2.ed.gov/programs/teacherqual/guidance.pdf

Title VIII uniform guidance 
• http://www.isbe.net/bilingual/pdfs/equitable_guidance.pdf
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Resources

ESSA Fiscal Changes & Equitable Services Guidance
• http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essaguidance160477.pdf

USDE Office of Non-Public Education
• https://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/non-public-education/
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Questions
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Quentin Ransburg, Executive Director of Federal Programs

qransburg@mdek12.org

Bryan P. Lieb, Esq., Equitable Services Ombudsman

blieb@mdek12.org

Dr. Rajeeni Clay-Scott, Private Schools Coordinator

rclay-scott@mdek12.org

Questions: federalprograms2@mdek12.org

Office Phone: (601) 359-3499
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